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Registration Open for Students to Flex Their Innovation & Entrepreneurial 
Skills at the 2017-2018 Conrad Spirit of Innovation Challenge 

U.S. Navy and the Bezos Family Foundation among lead sponsors 
 

HOUSTON — The Conrad Foundation has opened registration for teams around the world to enter the 
2017-2018 Conrad Spirit of Innovation Challenge (Conrad Challenge). This annual competition 
provides young innovators and entrepreneurs a platform to share their commercially-viable, technology-
based ideas before they even graduate high school. 
 
The annual competition invites student teams (two to five students), ages 13-18, to innovate new 
products and services focused on the following four categories: Aerospace & Aviation, Cyber-
Technology & Security, Energy & Environment and Health & Nutrition. Along the way, coaches and 
judges from the best in business, industry, research and academia worldwide will be there to guide the 
teams’ innovative ideas. 
 
“The Conrad Challenges aims to stimulate young minds to think outside the box and further improve 
their entrepreneurial skills through STEM learning," said Nancy Conrad, Founder and Chairman of the 
Conrad Foundation. “The challenge and summit allows these teens to experience real world situations 
and prepares them for their future careers.” 
 
The U.S. Navy and the Bezos Family Foundation are generously providing funding for this year’s 
Conrad Challenge. The Navy began its partnership with the Conrad Challenge in 2016, and during the 
2017 final round this past April, created and presented the inaugural Gemini Award, which is given to 
the team that best demonstrates Navy characteristics of teamwork, innovation, and hard work. The 
Bezos Family Foundation’s funding supports the overall execution of the Conrad Challenge, 
culminating in the final round of the competition. 
 
“We are beyond grateful to the Navy & Bezos Family Foundation for their support of the Conrad 
Challenge. They are ideal partners as our missions align in putting student’s education into action," 
continued Conrad. “We are very appreciative for their generosity and the difference it will make in 
continuing to develop our world’s future leaders.” 
 
Interested teams should visit the Registration Form and 2017-2018 Conrad Challenge Overview for 
more information on this year’s competition. Registration will remain open until Tuesday, October 31, 
2017 at 11:59 PM ET. Expert judges will then select semi-finalist teams in each challenge category who 
will be invited to develop comprehensive business plans for their innovation. 
 
In early 2018, five teams in each challenge category will be chosen as finalists and travel to the annual 
Innovation Summit at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex April 25-28, 2017. This unique student 

http://www.conradchallenge.org/2017-2018registration/
http://www.conradchallenge.org/17-18challege/


experience transports finalists into the creative technical environment at NASA where they will present 
their innovations and compete for awards and commercialization opportunities. 
 
To learn more about the 2017-2018 Spirit of Innovation Challenge, visit www.conradchallenge.org. 
 
About The Conrad Foundation 
The Conrad Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to 21st century, immersive learning, 
where students use their imagination and innovation to enrich their classroom studies and do 
something real. The Foundation is the only organization of its kind whose programs combine science 
and technology-based education, innovation and entrepreneurship to inspire solutions for achieving 
global sustainability. For more information, visit www.conradfoundation.org. 
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